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Norfolk City Report (June/July 2019) 

Submitted by Louis Eisenberg 

ACTIONS 

 On July 23, 2019 the Norfolk City Council in their work session discussed the 

Draft Plan for The Railyard at Lamberts Point. It will be located on the west side of 

Hampton Boulevard south of 26th Street to the Norfolk and Southern Underpass. 

The project will consist of renovating 5 structures and building 5 new structures. 

Uses could include a brewery, bowling alley, offices, retail and restaurants 

 

If this draft plan is approved, it will result in major real estate opportunities, both 

commercial and residential, in the Lamberts Point and Kensington subdivisions of 

Norfolk. 

 

Link: https://www.norfolk.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/5174?fileID=10154 

 

 

 Kroger will not be reopening the former Farm Fresh at Wards Corner. The 

store will be torn down by the REIT that owns the property opening the way for 

redeveloping this large site in Wards Corner hopefully using the Wards Corner 

Urban Development Area Plan as a guide. 

 

Link: https://www.norfolk.gov/DocumentCenter/View/46017 

 

 

Portsmouth City Report (June/July 2019) 

Submitted by Gary Bunting  

ACTION 

 Portsmouth City Council voted to end negotiations with W. M. Jordan 

Company to develop a casino on the former Holiday Inn site on the Portsmouth 

waterfront. The city will now negotiate with an unnamed developer to build a 

casino, hotel, and entertainment complex on a 50 acre site at the intersection of 

Interstate 264 and Victory Blvd. 

Link:  www.pilotonline.com, www.wtkr.com 

 The City of Portsmouth placed a Condemnation Notice on the Portsmouth 

City Jail stating that the structure was "unfit for human habitation". City Manager 

Lydia Pettis Patton stated that "the building must be vacated immediately and 

plans put forth for accomodations to be made for all its occupants elsewhere". Two 

days later, a Circuit Court judge put a 60 day hold on the condemnation. This 

https://www.norfolk.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Item/5174?fileID=10154
https://www.norfolk.gov/DocumentCenter/View/46017
http://www.pilotonline.com/
http://www.wtkr.com/


condemnation comes despite the fact that the jail received a score of 100% on its 

annual audit by the Virginia Dept of Corrections in January and no violations in an 

inspection by the US Dept of Justice. 

Link: www.pilotonline.com, www.wavy.com 

 Realtor and HRRA member, Ryan Benton with Rose and Womble Realty is 

running as an Independent for the 80th District of the Virginia House of Delegates. 

The 80th District is comprised of all of Portsmouth with the exception of a few 

precincts in the western portion of the city.  

Link: www.pilotonline.com 

 

Chesapeake City Report (June/July 2019) 

Submitted by Tom Thrasher 

ACTIONS 

 

 On 6-11-19 the Chesapeake City council reported board Appointments 

proposed for CRHA. 

 

http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/Assets/supporting_docs/actions_council/2019/06-

11-19/Agenda.pdf   

http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/Assets/supporting_docs/actions_council/2019/06-

11-19/B$!26C+Nominations.pdf 

 

 On 6-18-19 the Chesapeake City Council reported a modification of the 

Gateway at SoNo Planned Unit Development Development Criteria to allow 

municipal buildings and structures and other correlating amendments.  

 

http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/Assets/supporting_docs/actions_council/2019/06-

18-19/Agenda.pdf 

 

 On 6-18-19 the Chesapeake City Council reviewed HR intergrated BioEnergy 

complex #1, 5100 Bainbridge Blvd. A conditional use permit to operate a Solid 

Waste Management Facility that will collect and process solid waste and convert a 

portion of such waste into industrial organic chemicals, mineral wool and biofuels, 

The Planning Commission recommends approval. 

 

http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/Assets/supporting_docs/actions_council/2019/06-

18-19/PH-D.pdf. 

 

 On 6-25-19 the Chesapeake City Council approved a resolution authorizing 

the city manager to execute an agreement between the Hampton Roads economic 

development alliance, the city of Chesapeake, the city of Franklin, the city of 

Hampton, the county of Isle of Wight, the city of Newport News, the city of Norfolk, 

the city of Poquoson, the city of Portsmouth, the city of Suffolk, the county of 

Southampton and the city of Virginia Beach for the implementation of a 

comprehensive regional economic development program 

http://www.pilotonline.com/
http://www.wavy.com/
http://www.pilotonline.com/
http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/Assets/supporting_docs/actions_council/2019/06-11-19/Agenda.pdf
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http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/Assets/supporting_docs/actions_council/2019/06-11-19/B$!26C+Nominations.pdf
http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/Assets/supporting_docs/actions_council/2019/06-11-19/B$!26C+Nominations.pdf
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http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/Assets/supporting_docs/actions_council/2019/06-

25-19/CM-5.pdf 

 

 

Smithfield City Report 

No events to report 

 

Suffolk City Report  

No events to report 

 

Virginia Beach City Report (June/July 2019) 

Submitted by Linda Harrison 

ACTIONS 

 Beginning at 15th Street, Great Lakes Dredge and Dock Company is working 

toward the placement of sand after mobilization efforts Wednesday. 

Crews will work in roughly 1,000-feet sections of the beach, closest to the 

water, and access to these areas will be closed off to beachgoers to ensure public and 

contractor safety. The project consists of beach-berm renourishment along the 

Virginia Beach oceanfront to provide for a minimum elevation of 9 feet above sea 

level and minimum crest width of 100 feet. 

 

 The Phase I project is nearing another major milestone with the new I-64 

west ramp to I-264 east expected to open in late summer. 

The ramp will add capacity at the interchange and remove a conflict point by 

elevating traffic from the I-64 west ramp over the I-264 east collector-distributor 

road and placing motorists directly onto mainline I-264 east. This new traffic 

pattern will eliminate the jockeying that occurs between drivers leaving I-264 for 

Newtown Road and those merging onto I-264 from I-64 west. 

After the ramp opens, the Phase I contractor will finish construction on 

mainline I-264 east, which will bring additional capacity to the interchange, and 

continue work on the sound wall beside I-64 east (Wall R) near Kidd Boulevard, 

among other items. Project completion is scheduled for late October.  

 

http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/Assets/supporting_docs/actions_council/2019/06-25-19/CM-5.pdf
http://www.cityofchesapeake.net/Assets/supporting_docs/actions_council/2019/06-25-19/CM-5.pdf

